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National GHG emissions harter
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Irish sheep industry Cmarter
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Selecting on €uro-star indexes

1 Star Flock
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Greenhouse gas intensity
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Why measure methane in sheep?
y p (’S*marter

* |dentify high and low emitters in the flock
* Develop breeding values for methane

Knowledge hub Data & tools Compliance

Home > News & views > Sheep farmers now able to breed “low methane” sheep

T Sheep farmers now able to breed “low
methane” sheep

oco @ In a world first, New Zealand sheep farmers now have the abllity to breed animals that emit less

methane.

Beef + Lamb New Zealand (B+LNZ) Genetics ha
Breeding value (BV) Is a term used to help sele
bolster within their flock (e.g. low methane-pro




Methods of measurement

PACs
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Methane output and DMI in sheep
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Results
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0.4-0.6 g CH4 per kg live-weight




Genetics of methane

* Variation between animals for methane?

 Results to date:

 Heritable 2 25%

* Repeatable 2> 39%
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Carbon sub-index
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Take home messages T e

 Methane measurements underway in sheep
Measuring commercial & pedigree flocks

« Results to date methane is under genetic control
Link to production traits
breed low emitters with high levels of performance

to be developed

 Incorporate into the Terminal & Replacement Indexes
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